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ABSTRACT. Keeent DNA studies support the reo- (1870) adopted a broad eireumseription ol the latter 
ognition ol four new combinations lor Species orig- and included plants with characters such as a sin- 



assigned to Scirpus. Trichophorum rigidum glc pseudolateral spikelet and the absence ol peri- 
has a single pseudolateral spikelet and lacks peri- anth segments. However, these are not consistent 
anth segments. Scirpoides burkei has a woody rhi- with Scirpus as currently circumscribed (branched 



•escenee 



many spikelets and the presence 

of perianth segments). Although the plant superfi- 


zome, compact globose inflorescences, ami spirally 
arranged glumes and lacks perianth segments, hi 
cinia trol/ii is a robust species lacking perianth seg¬ 
ments. Ficinia nodosa has a woody rhizome and a spikelets, its placement in this genus was carried 
gvnophore. 



rese 




pis 


in having ratio 


*r suu 



out at a time when this genus was 



Iv 


eircum- 


The genus Scirpus L. ((Ivperaceae) is generally 


scribed. Vie consider it to be morphologically closer 


to 



orurn in having erect 1 


eaves and a single 


accepted as being split into several segregate gen- spikelet. Analysis of molecular data (Muasvaet ah. 


era on the basis of gross and embryo morphology 1998; Muasva el ah, submitted) makes this taxon 


(Bruhh 1995; Goetghebeur, 1998). However. 


tin 


sister to 



omm cespitosum (L.) Hartman, 


placement of several species originally assigned to thus supporting our morphological interpretation. 
Scirpus has been uncertain due to conflicting mor- 


phol ogical characters. Recent studies of chloroplast 
DNA in Cvperaceae, focusing on parsimony anal¬ 
ysis of sequence data obtained from the rbc L gene 
and the trn L-F non-coding region, have now clari- 
fied the placement of these taxa 
1 < 

combinations are made to 


Scirpoides burkei (C. B. Clarke) Goetgheheur ex 
(ioetghebeur. 



ya & D. A. Simpson, comb 



asva i*t < 


nov. Hasionvm: Scirpus burkei C. ih Clark 

C. B. Clarke, in Thiselton-Dyer, Flora Cap 


c ex 


i 




asva et ah. submitted). The following 


227 


1898. TYPE: South Africa. Burke 2. 





• * 

* species into 
appropriate genera and maintain these genera as 


(leetotype, here selected, K) 



mono 



etie. 


Tri< ho,»lw>rum rigidum (Steudel) Goetghebeur, 
Mu asva & D. A. Simj >son, comb. nov. Basion- 
vm: Isolepis rigidii Steudel ex Lech lor. Her- 


Distribution. South Africa. Seasonal wetu 

1000-2500 m. 

This species has some characteristics of Scirpus 
as currently eircumse ribed, in particular tin 1 

orescence vv ith numerous s pikelets. 


hr 


anc 


bed 




berid. Amor. Austr. 56. 1857. Scirpus ngic 

(Steudel) Bdckeler, Linnaea 36: 492. 1870. 

Baeothryon rigid uni (Steudel) Sojak, in Gas. 
Nar. Muz. (Prague), 148: 193 (1979 publ. 

TYPE: Peru. Lei filer 2064 (holotype, B; 


However, several other characters place it in S< ir- 



aes , such as me woo* 
inflorescences, spikelets w 


th 




*, compact globose 
spirally arranged 



ISC 



K 


K). 


glumes, and the absence of perianth segments. The 
new combination, Scirpodes burkei, was provision* 
made* bv (ioetghebeur (1986) based on mor- 



l distribution. Bolivia, Ecuador. Peru. Paramo 
370o 4100 m . 



data. DNA analvi- 


ses 



asva 


asva et ah, submitted) make 



et ah. 
taxon 


sister to Scirpoides holoschoenus , thus supporting its 
This species was first described in Isolepis but placement in Scirpoides. Scirpoides burkei is clistin- 


was subsequently transferred to Scirpus. Bdckeler 


guished from other members of the genus by the 


Novon 10: 132-133. 2000. 
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well-developed leaf blades and mueronate glumes Seirpm nodosus Rottholl var. maemstmhyu$ Benlharn. FI. 

with broad-hyaline margins. Austral, i. 331. 18/8. S\n. no\. FYPE: Australia, 

c • z* ■ *.ii /M i • Oldfield s. n, (holotype, k». 

Scirpus schinzianus , cited by Clarke ( 1894 in ‘ 

synonymy, is a manuscript name from two collee- Distribution . Widespread in the Southern 

tions (Rekman 4694 , 6889 , not located) and was Hemisphere, including Australia, Chile* New Zea- 
never validly published. Despite the orthographic land, South Afric a, St. Helena, and St. Paul. Coast- 
similarity it is not connected with Scirpus schinzii al sand dunes, stream sides; 0—1500 m. 

Bbckeler, which is a synonym ol Scirpoides dweeius Ficima nodosa has often been treated as a mem- 
(Kunth) J. Browning. The lectotypification proposed her of Scirpus (e.g., Gordon-Gray, 1995) or holepis 


he 

the 


•re 



possible confusion assoc 



with 


•se names. 


(e.g., Wilson i l .!L 1994) even though it has char¬ 
acters typical ol Ficinia , such as the woody rhizome 
and presence of a gynophore. The main justification 


Fi< •inia trollii (kiikmthal) Muasya & D. A. Simp- for this lies in its distribution pattern. Ficinia has 



son. coinh. mov. Basionym: Scirpus trollii Kii- traditionally Been considered as occurring onlv in 
kenthal. Fediles Repert. 53: 72. 1944. Isolepis suh-Saharan Africa, whereas Scirpus and Isolepis 

iikenthal) K. Lye, in Lye & Haines, are widespread. Ficinia nodosa is widespread in 

the Southern Hemisphere, and its inclusion in Fi¬ 
cinia markedly extends tin* distribution of this ae- 

mis. 1>\A analyses (Muasya et al., 1998: Muasya 

^ ' • J 

ii it • i j 1 * * , . , et al., submitted) place the species within a Ficinia 

babwe. Alpine grassland on broken quartzite rocks; 1 r 

clade that, together with the morphological char¬ 
acters indicated above, make its placement in Fi¬ 
cinia appropriate. 


Bot. Not. 130: 313. 1977. TYPE: Tanzania. 
Troll 4916 (holotype, B). 


Mozambique, Tanzania, and Zim¬ 





in. 



described as a member of Scirpus 

(I this 




*rre 


Although 

s.l.. Lye in 

species to Isolepis without any comment. Haines 
and Lve 

w 

it on the s 



(merits . We thank the curators of B, 



suueested that it is 


3) supported this placment and based C, K, and P lor access to or loan of specimens. The 

absence of a gynophore. They also first author acknowledges receipt of a Pli.D. stu- 

ed dentsbip from the Royal Botanic (hardens Kcw, dur- 



rnorc c 




to the genus Ficinia . . . than to other species of mg the tenure of which this work was carried out. 





7 ns, being a r 





a tussocky, al- 



so- 





rnost 

lepis) species" (Haines & Ly 
studies (Muasya et al., submitted) support the latter, 
with F. trollii embedded in a clade comprising Fi¬ 
cinia species. W^e therefore consider it appropriate 
to place the species in Ficinia , although a revision 
of this genus is highly desirable in order to estab¬ 
lish generic limits and review the characters that 
distinguish the group. 

Ficinia trollii is diagnosed by the woody rhizome, 

leaves with seabrid margins, terete spikelets, flow¬ 
ers lacking perianth segments, and smooth, shiny 

s. 
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